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Key Questions for Ethnic Communities 
 

www.abs.gov.au/census 

 

Question 12 
 

 
• Knowing where people come from will help in providing appropriate services 
• There are boxes for the most common responses 
• Other countries should be written in under “Other- please specify” 
 

 
Question 13 
 

 
• This information can be compared with employment, country of birth and age (for 

example) to understand how long it takes for different groups to adjust to life in 
Australia 

• Services and funds can be provided to particular groups 
 
 
Questions 14 and 15 
 

 
• This question will identify people who are second generation Australians 
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Question 16 
 

 
• This information can be used to provide language services in particular areas 
• The most common responses are listed, but specific languages should be written in 

under “Other- please specify” 
 
 
Question 17 
 

 
• This question will show how quickly people from different groups learn to speak 

English. 
• The information can be used to provide language services in particular areas 

 
 
Question 18 
 

 
• A person's ancestry may be different from the place a person was born 
• for example, some people born in Iraq, may consider themselves Kurdish 
• The most common responses are listed, but specific ancestries should be written in 

under “Other- please specify” 
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Question 19 
 

 
• Religious organisations need to know how many people of their religion are in 

different parts of Australia. 
• You do not have to answer this question - it is the only optional question on the 

Census form. 
• Information may be used for religious schools, hospitals, community services and 

homes for the elderly. 
• The most common responses are listed, but specific religions should be written in 

under “Other- please specify” 
 
 
Remember 
 

• Accurate information about specific communities is very important. 
• Questions 12, 16, 18 and 19 on Country of birth, Language Spoken, Ancestry and 

Religion provide an option to write in a response. 
 

 


