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MEETING WITH NEW MINISTER FOR IMMIGRATION AND CITIZENSHIP 

THE HON.KEVIN ANDREWS  
 
 

The new Minister for Immigration and Citizenship The Hon Kevin Andrews met with Victorian 
Community leaders last night (3 April 2007) at a function hosted by the Department of 
Immigration and Citizenship.(DIAC)  
The Minister met informally with the gathering of representatives from a range of community 
and mainstream organizations   
The Minister was introduced by the State Director of DIAC John Williams. 
 
In his brief presentation the Minister highlighted the Commonwealth Government’s position on 
immigration, citizenship and multiculturalism. He stated that because the name Multicultural 
Affairs has been dropped from the Department’s name this should not be read as a move 
away from multiculturalism. 
He reiterated that we are a nation of immigrants and multiculturalism played and continues to 
play an important role.  
Economic growth and employment have also been tied to the fact we have settled so many 
people from many countries. This will continue to happen as a fertility rate decreases and our 
population ages. 
For those who do settle he stressed the importance of citizenship and their role in Nation 
  Building. They must contribute to building the Australian Nation, 
The Minister also clarified the issue the English language test for prospective new citizens. He 
indicated the test has not changed as it has been in place since 1949. 
 
Following the presentation the Minister made him available to participants who sort to express 
their views, opinions and comments on issues and seek clarification on another matters. 
 
Community Languages Australia Executive Director Stefan Romaniw spoke to the Minister 
briefly about the community languages schools program and the importance of linguistic and 
cultural maintenance programs. He also highlighted the important role this sector plays in 
assisting students, parents and communities integrating it the broader community. The fact 
the over 70 language groups come together in Training, Professional development, sporting 
and cultural activities   through community languages schools is a great positive. An example 
of this is that this weekend many hundreds of community languages schools students, 
teachers and parents from many communities will be guests of the AFL under its Multicultural 
Program when they do to watch Richmond play the Swans at the MCG. 
 
Meetings such as these with Minister are important as they give communities and the Minister 
the opportunity to discuss, clarify and at times set in train new initiatives as a result of these 
discussions. 
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