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EVERY child in Australia should learn Mandarin or Bahasa Indonesia until year 12, Senator 
Amanda Vanstone believes. 

A cabinet minister for 11 years until January, Senator Vanstone said a nationwide language 
program would benefit Australia for generations. 

"If I were in charge of Australia … I would ensure that every child from year one was learning 
either Mandarin or Bahasa Indonesia. There would be no way around it, and they would learn 
it all the way through [school], otherwise they just wouldn't progress. 

"[Asia] is our part of the world, that's where we sit, why can't we recognise that?" 

In a speech to the Global Foundation, Senator Vanstone said all levels of society needed to 
do more to connect with Asian neighbours. 

"I have a deep affection for the United States, they are our ally, and probably our greatest 
friend, they and the United Kingdom. 

"But, for my own part, China is the new America, not in the sense of being an exact facsimile, 
but it is a huge nation, it's a huge powerhouse economy, with billions of people, and I think we 
need to change perspective in Australia in a way that we haven't yet recognised." 

She said widespread foreign language skills would improve Australia's relations in the region. 

"If you say hello to someone in their own language, you touch their heart, if you say hello in 
your language you only touch their head," Senator Vanstone said. 

"People really appreciate when the effort is being made to learn their language, even if it is 
'He-llo, how are you' in a very stilted way; it is the effort being made." 

Senator Vanstone conceded her idea might struggle to get off the ground. Asked if she would 
take it to the federal Education Minister, Julie Bishop, or the Liberal party room, she replied: "I 
think the states might have something to say about that." 
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