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VICTORIAN EDUCATION MINISTER SUPPORTS LANGUAGES 
EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY LANGUAGES SCHOOLS 

The Ethnic Schools Association of Victoria (ESAV) and Community Languages Australia 
recently had the opportunity    to meet with Victoria’s new Minister for Education The Hon 
John Lenders and deliver a briefing on community languages schools education in Victoria. 
The briefing also highlighted the close cooperation between the ESAV, Community 
Languages Australia and the Victorian Department of Education.  

The   meeting attended by Tassos Douvartzides and Stefan Romaniw    who presented the 
Minister with current numbers of languages offered and students studying   through the 
community languages schools program in Victoria and nationally. The Minister was given an 
overview of the credit bearing training and professional development programs being 
administered by Community Languages Australia through funding provided by the 
Department of Education (Victoria). Proposed work with emerging communities and the 
introduction of mentoring program between established and emerging communities was also 
highlighted 

An overview of the national project to improve national coordination and quality assurance  in 
community languages schools was also presented .The project is funded by the 
Commonwealth Department of Education Science and Training (DEST) is providing strong 
direction. Victorian schools have recently presented their working party outcomes of the 
dimensions of the Quality Assurance Framework. 

Minister Lenders indicated his ongoing support for languages education and initiated 
discussion on how to continue to improve standards. He also agreed to provide a quarterly 
message to community languages schools through the ESAV Newsletter. 

“We were pleased to able to provide the Minister with an overview of the work of community 
languages schools and to hear his experiences in terms of languages. “, Community 
Languages Australia Executive Director Stefan Romaniw said after the meeting  

“We provided the Minister a series of proposals and ideas to strengthen language education 
and for it to continue to be part of the National and State education menus for students’, Mr. 
Romaniw said  

“We look forward to strong partnership with the Minister” Mr. Romaniw said   
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