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The first NSW State Community Languages School Conference held on Saturday October 11, 
2008 at Epping Boys High School, Eastwood attracted interest from many participants and  
 provided a strong foundation for further work in community languages schools in NSW. It 
showed that community languages schools are genuine complementary providers of 
languages education in NSW and continue to look at ways of improving educational 
outcomes. 
 
Close to 200 participants from over 20 communities attended.  
They were welcomed by energetic President of the NSWFCLS Mr Albert Vella who outlined 
the purpose of the Conference, direction that the NSWFCLS was heading and called on the 
NSW Government to provide additional resources. 
 
The Conference was officially opened by The Hon Verity Firth MP, Minister for Education who 
spoke about the role of community languages schools in NSW and their importance and the 
overall commitment of the NSW Government to languages education. The Minister 
commented on the current Review of community languages schools and that the findings of 
the Review would be presented over coming weeks.  The Minister’s overall message was that 
losing a language is like losing part of oneself, therefore everything possible needs to be done 
to maintain mother tongue languages. 
 
Barry O’Farrell MP, Leader of the NSW Opposition supported the Minister in her remarks 
about the role community languages schools play and offered the NSW Opposition’s and his 
personal  support for ensuring languages education remain a major part of the education 
curriculum in NSW.  
It was pleasing to see strong bipartisan support from both Government and the Opposition for 
the community languages schools sector and to languages education. 
 
Mr Stefan Romaniw, Executive Director of Community Languages Australia in addressing the 
Conference provided a national perspective on languages and the role community languages 
schools play. 
He highlighted the role Community Languages Australia has played in national coordination 
and that this Conference is a positive outcome of this national interaction, networking and 
coordination. He also raised issues of possible new funding arrangements under COAG and 
the need for ongoing funding for Community Languages Australia. He indicated these issues 
will be raised with the Federal Minister for Education and also with the State Minister for 
Education to ensure that funding for both national and state activity in the community 
languages schools areas was maintained. 
 
He congratulated Albert Vella and the NSWFCLS Executive for their focused work 
 



Mr Peter Garrard, Principal of Epping Boys High School, the host school principal also spoke 
of the importance of languages education. It was pleasing to see such cooperation between a 
mainstream school and the community languages schools sector. A model for others to 
follow. 
 
Other practical, hands on workshops allowed for a better understanding of languages 
education methodology. 
The Quality Assurance Framework for community languages schools was again presented 
and further developed by Dr. Bob Carbines  
Jennifer Davies from Human Rights Commission spoke about the joint Community 
Languages Australia and HREOC project. 
Mr Michael Christodoulou – Commissioner - Community Relations Commissions for a 
Multicultural NSW also addressed the Conference  
MC for the day, Mr Bill Giannopoulos – was Principal of the Hellenic Centre for Language & 
Culture in Australia 
 
The evaluation sheets received from participants gave the day a huge tick and called for the 
2nd NSW State Conference in 2009 together with support for the 7th National Community 
Languages Schools Conference in Melbourne in 2009.  
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