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VICTORIAN STATE COMMUNITY LANGUAGES SCHOOLS CONFERENCE  
A  GATHERING OF A MINI UNITED NATIONS IN VICTORIA  

 
 
Over 400 community languages schools instructors and teachers from over 40 languages attended the 
State Community Languages Schools Conference at RMIT Storey Hall, Melbourne on  
Saturday July 7 2012. 
 
Some in national dress, musicians providing entertainment, teachers and instructors from all parts of the 
community met as a mini United Nations to show Victoria's diversity and commitment to languages 
education.  The Conference theme was -  National Languages Policy will strengthen languages 
education in Australia 
 
The Minister for Multicultural Affairs and Citizenship the Hon Nicholas Kotsiras opened the 
conference and spoke about his vision and the Bailleau Government's plan for languages education in 
Victoria and the important role community languages schools play in the vision and plan. The Minister 
highlighted the building blocks required -  Building demand, Developing and expanding the workforce 
Strengthening delivery ,resources and partnerships and the involvement of all sectors Government, 
Catholic and Independent Schools and community languages schools  The Minister's speech was very 
well received and his vision for the future in which community languages schools will play a major role 
was taken up as a challenge and great opportunity. 
 
Community Languages Australia Executive Director Stefan Romaniw and Australian Federation of 
Ethnic Schools Associations chair Tassos Douvartzides welcomed participants and thanked them for 
their commitment.  
  
An informative  Keynote Address titled Future Directions- Community languages schools in Victoria 
was delivered by Dina Guest, Executive Director, Languages, EAL and Multicultural Strategy Division of 
DEECD. In her presentation Ms Guest gave a very detailed  overview  of where languages education 
was heading in Victoria and  what the Government's vision  was. She also emphasized the commitment 
of the State Government and the important role of community languages schools will play. She called on 
community languages schools to participate  in consultations on the Languages 2025 Draft Plan and to 
contribute their ideas.  
 
A very entertaining  and practical Keynote presentation titled Using resources to engage students in 
language learning was delivered by Assoc Prof Lester Ford Senior education officer at the 
Queensland Studies Authority, Honorary Associate Professor School of Languages and Comparative 
Cultural Studies, University of Queensland  
 
 Getting involved - Social Inclusion through sport saw presentations by  Cassandra Hadson from 
Netball Victoria, and Kashif Bouns from AFL Victoria  who spoke about how sport and community 
languages schools could work together with a practical outcome of joint negotiations to commence 
shortly. 
  
Very interesting and practical workshops were delivered by experts Daphne Cohen, Assoc Prof Lester 
Ford, Andrea Truckenbrodt, Dr. Margaret Gearon, Dr Teresa De Fazio, Dr Helen Kalaboukas, 
  
"The Conference once again showed the commitment  of the community languages schools sector. It 
highlighted that the sector will continue to work to improve the delivery of programs and is very much 
ready to take up the challenges outlined  in the Languages  2025 Draft Plan. These are exciting times  
for students as technology and new methodologies are introduced to  enhance learning,"  Community 
Languages Australia, Executive Director, Stefan Romaniw said today 
 



"Social cohesion, harmony, intercultural  understanding and awareness of other languages, cultures and 
religions through the sector make community languages schools a major contributor in delivering 
languages education and multicultural policies in Victoria  and nationally." Mr Romaniw said  
 
In Victoria there are over 37 000 student studying in a range 50 languages, 40 of these can  be taken at 
VCE level. Community languages  schools have the highest  retention rates of students in languages 
education. 
 
Next Saturday July 14, 2012 the 10th National Community Languages Schools Conference titled 
Community Languages Schools in the National Curriculum will be held at the University of Adelaide 
in South Australia.  Close to 200 teachers from over 30 language groups will come together  nationally 
to discuss issues of languages education methodology and making the sector stronger and better.   
Nationally there are over 110 000 students studying in  a range of 69 languages. 
 
 

Further information contact Stefan Romaniw 0419 531255 

 


